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5 The present invention concerns antifouling coating for vessels, lines or other equipment 
exposed to liquid or gaseous mediums or powders causing fouling of the surfaces. 
Especially the invention concerns an antifouling coating for reactors, lines and equipment 
used in the polymerization art. 

10 Reactor fouling is a known problem for example in polymerizing olefms. The build-up of 
the polymer on the surfaces of the polymerization reactor decreases productivity and 
interfcrs with the quality of the end product. Several solutions to avoid this problem have 
been developed. One solution is to polish the surfaces of the reactor or line in order to 
avoid polymer adhesion. However, this kind of polishing is very expensive and the effect 

15 is not very durable. 

Another solution is to add antistatic or antifouling agents into the polymerization medium 
in order to reduce polymer build-up on the surfaces of the reactor. However, antistatic 
agents tend to interfere with the polymerization or reduce the activity of the 
20 polymerization catalysts, because these agents have to be added in considerable amounts. 
Many fouling preventing agents are at the same time catalyst poisons and therefore they 
can be used only in relatively small amounts. Furthermore, antifouling agents remain in 
the end product and may thus impair the product quality. 

25 Another solution is to cover reactor surfaces with a compound which forms a coating on 
the surface of the reactor. For example in PCT application W093/23436 a coating of 
polyaniline is disclosed. However, polyaniline is very difficult to prepare and apply on the 
surfaces of the reactor and the cost of polyaniline is very high. In EP-patent 0 307 074 a 
process is disclosed, which comprises production of emulsion, dispersion, latex or bead 

30 polymers in a water medium in a polymerization reactor, where some or all reactor 
surfaces exposed to gaseous or liquid monomers are coated with a film of oleophobihydro- 
phobic fluoropolymer material. 
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The requirements for reactor coating for preventing polymer build-up are, among others, 
solubility in at least some common hydrocarbon, which is not harmful for the environment 
and which do not bear a health risk for workers. Further it may preferably be Tillable with 
a component, which imparts the polymer antistatic properties. Still further it must me 
5 sprayable or paintable on the reactor wall, also when Hiled. Finally, the coating must 
withstand the reactor conditions (especially high temperatures, different liquid or gaseous 
mediums), give a smooth surface and give a good adhesion to the reactor wall or other 
surfaces. 

According to the invention a new material for antifouling coatings have been found, which 
fulfills the requirements above. Thus one object of the invention is to achieve an 
antifouling coating, which can be applied to all kinds of steel vessels, reactors and pipes, 
where chemical inertness, smoothness and antistatic properties are important and which 
are exposed to substances causing fouling of the surfaces. Another object of the invention 
is to achieve an antifouling coating, which can be applied on the surfaces of reactors and 
equipment for polymerization or post-polymerization in order to prevent fouling of the 
surfaces. Still another object of the invention is to achieve a polymer coating, which can 
be filled with antistatic agents or antisheeting compounds. Still another object of the 
invention is to achieve a polymer coating which can be applied easily on surfaces of 
reactors and other equipment and which can be easily removed, when necessary. 

The objects above can be achieved according to the invention by applying on the surfaces 
of reactors or other equipment a coating sclcced from polysulfone (PS) and polyetherimidc 
(PEI) polymers. 
25 

Polysulfone polymers are a class of amorphous thermoplastic polymers characterized by 
high glass-transition temperatures, good mechanical strength, stiffnes and thermal and 
oxidative resistance. These polymers are characterized by the presence of the para-linked 
diphenylsulfone group as part of their backbone repeat units. The basic repeat unit of any 
30 polysulfone always contains sulfone, aryl and ether units as pan of the main backbone 
structure. Other commonly used name is pol.yethersulfone (PES), Polyether sulfone has 
good high temperature properties. It can easily be dissolved in N-methyl-2-pYrrolidone 
(NMP). it can easily be filled by compounds imparting the product antistatic properties. 
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Further it is important thai the coating according to the invention can be easily painted or 
sraycd on the surfaces also when it is filled. Further it can be applied to all kinds of steel 
surfaces of reactors, lines etc. to form a coating, which is chemically smooth and 
chemically inert. Polyetherimide have same kind of properties. 

5 

The thickness of coatings applied can be from 0.1 to 3 mm. The thickness required 
depends on the application and the environment, especially the temperature and pressure. 
In some applications the conditions are mild and therefore coatings having a thickness of 
0.1-0.5 mm are adequate. In liquid type polymerization reactors the temperature is 
10 usually 20-80 "C, seldom higher. In gas phase reactors higher temperatures can be u.sed 
and therefore greater thicknesses can be necessary. 

The coatings according to the invention are based on poiyether sulphone or polyetherimide 
dissolved in a proper solvent. A preferable solvent for PES is N-meihyl-2-pyrrolidone, 

15 while also any other solvent capable of dissolving these polymers at a sufficient degree to 
achieve a coatable solution can be used. The px)lymer is dissolved in the solvent at an 
amount which depends on application method and the thickness desired. Thus the PES 
concentration in the solution can vary between 2-500 g/1. When the coating is applied by 
painting, more concentrated solutions can be used. When thinner coatings are formed or 

20 the coaling is applied by spraying, a less concentrated solution can be used. 

After spraying the solution on the surfaces being treated the solvent is removed in a 
conventional way. 

25 According lo a preferable embodiment of the invention the antistatic properties can be 
increased by adding antistatic agents or any component that increases the conductivity in 
the matrix of polymer. Such antistatic agent can be an inert component giving antistatic 
properties to the coating or it can be a component which is delivered from the coating 
gradually. 

30 

The antistatic agent can be any component which increases the electric conductivity of the 
polymer. The amount of an antistatic agent can be 0-50 preferably 5-30 w-% based 
on the coaling solution. Suitable components are carbon black, chromium and other metal 
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powders or melallized mineral fillers. Also other known antistatic agents applied on 
surfaces to prevent antifouling can be used in polycther sulphone matrix, because it has 
excellent adhesion to steel and other metal surfaces and can therefore fix other antistatic 
agents to the surface treated. 

5 

The invention is applicable to reactors such as batch reactors, continuous stirred tank 
reactors or loop reactors, and gas phase reactors. Further the invention is also applicable 
to inlets and outlets of polymerization reactors as well as lines connecting reactors and 
other equipment, for example flash tanks, cyclones, silos etc. 

10 

The invention is further illustrated by the following examples. 
Example 1 

15 Steel plates were coated with solutions of polycther sulphone (FES) in N-methyl-2- 
pyrrolidine (NMP) by using various concentrations, coating thicknesses and various 
fillers. The solvent was removed by drying. These test samples were used for cross-cut 
tests to study the performance of the coatings. 

20 Cross-cut tests were carried out according to DIN 5351. A needle was used to introduce 
6 long cuts in the PES layer at a distance of 4 mm and 6 additional cuts were applied at 
a right angle to the first ones. The cuts were made in the same way (same force, same 
speed). The tests were carried out at two different places of the test plate. The size of the 
test plates was 140x140x4 mm. 

25 

After the cuts were fini,shed the plates were brushed by means of a smooth brush. The 
appearance of the cross-cut field and a comparison with pictures and descriptions were the 
base for the evaluation of the test {scale 0-5, zero-value the best). 



30 



The filler used was carbon black. The results are presented in Table 1. 
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Table 1 



Coating solution 
concentration 


Coatini; thickness 
mm 


Concentration of filler 


Cross-cut value 


200 


0,5 




0.4 


200 


1.0 




0 


200 


L5 




1 


500 


0.5 


_ 


0.6 


500 


1.0 




0 


500 


2.0 






200 


1.5 


5 




200 


!,5 


10 




200 


1.5 


15 




200 


1.5 


20 




200 


1.5 


25 




200 


1 


5 


0 


200 


1 


10 


0 


200 


1 


15 


0 


200 


1 


20 


1 


200 


i 


25 


0 


200 


0.5 


5 


0 


200 


0.5 


10 


0 


200 


0.5 


15 


0 


200 


0.5 


20 


0 


200 


0.5 


25 


0 


500 


0.5 


5 


0 


500 


0.5 


10 


0 


500 


0.5 


15 


0 


500 


0.5 


20 


0 



Example 2 
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As Example 1, but chromium powder was used as the filler instead of carbon black. The 
concentration of the coating solution was 500 g/1. The test results are presented in Table 
2. 

5 Table 2 



Coating thickness 
mm 


Concentration of filler 
w-% 


Cross-cut value 


0.5 


5 


0 


0.5 


15 


0 


0.5 


30 


0 


1.0 


5 


0 


1.0 


15 


1 


1.0 


30 


1 


1.5 


5 


1 


1.5 


15 


0 


1.5 


30 


3 



20 Example 3 

Steel plates were coated with a solution of PES in NMP. The concentration of the coating 
solution was 500 g/l and the amount of the carbon blaci< acting as antistatic agent was 15 
w-%. The coating thickness was 0.5 mm. 

25 

The test plates were aged in a hydrogen/ethylene atmosphere at 100 "C for 12 days. The 
ratio of hydrogen to ethylene was 1: 10. 



The cross-cut values were 0 almost in all tests. This example as well as examples 1-2 
30 show that the coalings are resi.stant and survive aLso at conditions typical of olefm 
polymerization. 
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Example 4 

In order to study the paintability or sprayability of PES solutions the zero-shear viscosity 
at various concentration was measured at 25 X. The results are presented in the following 
5 Table 3. 



Table 3 



Concentration of coating solution g/1 


Zero-shear viscosity 
Pas 


1 


0.0029 


5 


0.0032 


10 


0.0041 


11 


0.005 


40 


0.01 


80 


0.016 


100 


0.031 


200 


0.12 


300 


0.14 


400 


1.6 


600 


4.8 



Example 5 

25 Shear viscosity was measured as in Example 4 but the concentration of coating solution 
was 500 g/1 and the solution contained additionally carbon black. The results are presented 
in the following Table 4, 



30 
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Table 4 



Content of filler 


Shear viscosity at 20 °C 


She^ir raff* 


w-% 


Pas 


1/s 


5 


8 


0.033 


5 


7.1 


0.07 


5 


6.6 


1 


30 


12000 


0.0004 


30 


500 


0.03 


30 


100 


0.25 


30 


50 


1 


30 


26 


2 



15 The examples 4 and 5 show that PES-solutions are paintable or sprayable as such and if 
fillers are added the viscosity of the solution can easily be lowered by applying shear 
forces. 

Example 6 

20 

Volume resistivity measurements of test samples were carried out according to DIN 53482 
VDE 0303 Teil 3. The test samples were cylinder-like having a diameter of 100 mm and 
a thickness of about 3 mm. The carbon black content was varied between 5 w-fo and 20 
w-%. The results are presented in Table 5. 

25 

Table 5 



Carbon black content !'w-%) 


Volume resistivity Ohm x cm 


5 


10' 


10 


10^ 


15 


10* 


20 


10" 1 
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Examples 7-8 

According to Example 3 steel plates were coated with a solution of polyetheriinide (PEI) 
in N-methyI-2-pyrrolidine. The concentration of polyetherimide, antistatic agent and 
concentration and the thickness of coating were varied. As the antistatic agent carbon 
black (Flammruss 101) was used. 

The compositions and properties of the coatings are presented in Table 6. 



Table 6 



Example 


Pl;l-conccnira»ion 


Anlistalic 
agent 


Thickness of 

coaling 

mm 


Volymc 
rcsisliviiy 
Ohm X cm 


Adhesion 
strength 
(puIl-ofO 
MPfl 


7 


200 


Carbon black 
63.7 V0I-9E- 


0.5 

(sprayed) 


2 X 10* 


1.3 


H 


500 




(palmed) 


nni measured 


0,8 
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1. An antifouling coating for reactors, vessels, lines or other equipment, which are 
exposed to gaseous or liquid monomers or polymer powders, characterized in that said 

5 coating comprises a polymeric coating selected from polysulfone (PS) and polyetherimide 
(PEI) polymers. 

2. An antifouling coating according to claim 1, characterized in that polysulfone polymer 
is polyethersulfone (PEI). 

10 

3. An antifouling coating according to claim 1 or 2, characterized in that it has a 
thickness of 0.1-3 mm, preferably 0.3-2 mm. 

4. An antifouling coating according to claims 1-3, characterized in that coating is filled 
15 with one or more substance giving antistatic properties. 

5. An antifouling coating according to claim 4, characterized in that the amount of the 
substance is 1-50 w%, preferably 5-30 w%. 

20 6. An antifouling coating according to claims 4-5, characterized in that said substance is 
carbon black. 

7. An antifouling coating according to claims 4-5, characterized in that said substance is 
chromium powder, 

25 

8. An antifouling coadng according to claims 4-5, characterized in that said substance is 
a metallized mineral filler. 

9. A method for forming an antifouling coating on the surfaces of reactors, vessels, lines 
30 or other equipment exposed to liquid or gaseous monomers or polymer powders 

characterized in that said surfaces are coated with a polymeric coating .selected from 
polysulfone and polyetherimide polymers. 



wo 91149111 PCT/FI97y00404 

li 

10. A method according to claim 9, characterized in that polysulfone polymer is 
polyethersuifone (PES). 

11. A method according to claims 9-10, characterized in that said coating is applied on 
5 the surfaces as solution. 

12. A method according to claims 9-11, characterized in that said coating is applied by 
spraying or painting. 

10 13. A method according to claims 9-12, characterized in that N-methy!-2-pyrrolidine 
(NMP) is used as solvent. 

14. A method according to claims 9-13, characterized in that the solution is filled with 
one or more substances giving antistatic properties. 

15 

15. A method according to claim 14, characterized in that said antistatic agent is carbon 
black. 

16. A method according to claim 14, characterized in said antistatic agent is chromium 
20 powder. 

17. A method according to claim 14, characterized in said antistatic agent is a metallized 
mineral filler. 



25 18. Reactors, vessels, lines, silos, flash tanks or other equipment, which have surfaces 
exposed to liquid or gaseous monomers or polymer powders, characterized in that said 
surfaces are treated with methods according to any of the claims 9-17. 
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